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Company nad wna interested In many
contracts. Sigretto purchased cement

pipe from the company.
"What happened to the $25,000 yon

got from CreamV Samuel Berger, associatecounsel, asked.
"I turned It over to rhlllipa for selling

the contract; I did not care what happenedto the $25,000 aa long -*> 1 got
rid of the contract," Sigretto said. The
witni'ts identified a check for that
omourff.

"Did Phillips tell yon what ho was

going to do or what he did with the
eheck?"
"He told me a lot of things I didn't

pay much attention to, because I didn't
DOiirve nim anyway."
"When you were heforo a subcommitteeof this committee did you testify

that Phillips sgid he was going to put
$14,000 into the Connolly campaign
fund?"
"He did say that."
"Did you believe that was true?" As-

Mtr.blymnn Block asked.
"I wouldn't believe hlni under oath."

the witness said. "He Is a notorious
llur."

"But a very useful liar?" Senator
Robinson asked. The witness grinned
and answered. "Yes."
"Why did you take Phillips into part-

nership with you?" Mr. Berger asked.
"As a lookout for my Onances on the

outside; If there was an estimate due
from the department to go to It and see

to it. Ho was useful getting through
payments from the Comptroller."
"How much did you pay him lor that

service?"
"Five per cent, on contracts."
"What would that be in dollars while

he was your partner?"
"Oh, around $47,000 or $48,000."
"So you paid Phillips $48,000 for (rettingthrough payments to which you

were entitled?"
"Yes; a lot of people are entitled to

money they never get. I know contractorswho have not got their money
for ten months and are willing to pay as
much as 1 did to get mine from the
city."
There finally wan a break between

SIgretto and Phillips because the witness
said they could not get along together:
and there was trouble over paymcn's
nd "we got tied up on everything."
"Then you got out of Queens?"
"Yes; T didn't want any more business

there. I could do better elsewhere and
I wanted to get rid of Phillips."

Phtlllpa Bad Invisible Power.
"Did you ever have any talks with

Borough President Connolly about contractsor payments?"
"No."
"How long did It take Phillips to earn

his $48,000?"
"About two years."
Lewis Walters, formerly employed in

the Bureau of 8ewers In Queens and
now In the Finance Department, test!H.dtlkllllna'. n«rl(lnn
»«ru ir|BiuuiK r»uiiljiB o an ^(/ouiuu
In Queens politics. He said :

"Fhillips did not have nn ofticlnl poai
tlon but he came into the offices frequentlyand talked to the men. He
directed the men around as thouirh he
were an official. He seemed to have a

lot at power, and when the men wanted
to pet salary raises they went to 'see
Jack' to pet them. When he pave an
order and it was not carried out some
official would come around later and give
the order. He had free access to the
blueprints and drawings that were made
up before the contracts were bid on.
He seemed to bo interested in any contractthat contained lock Joint pipe."

Mr. O'Rourke amused the audience by
> his testimony concerning the activities

of "Doc" Matthews. The witness is
president of the. O'Rourke Engineering
Construction Company and has handled
some of the city's biggest contracts in
the last twenty-flve years He described
a trip to Detroit with Albert Decker
and Frederick Heeley, employees in the
Bureau of Hewers In Queens, to Inspect
a big turnel being built with concrete
block. Mr. O'Rourke was trying to convincethe officials that was the best
and cheapest type of construction. Mr.
Boeley saw great merit in concrete block
after inspecting the Detroit works.
Zssonard Wailsteln. of counsel, naked:
"Do you know William F. Matthews

tn 'Queens, popularly known as 'Doc'
Matthews*"

"Tea."
"Is he a doctor or physician?"
"I imagine he Is; I don't think lie is

a doctor of divinity."
"Ho Ooos not sot as if ho wore?
"Well, I don't know, they ilon't be-

hove themselves always the t-ame
"

"You oanivU toll now. tlmea have
changed." Klon R Brown, senior counsel,
commented.

"T>id you pay Mr. Matthews any
money?"

"Yea."
"How much money?"
"IS,500. I sent him two checks."
"What were the amounts?"
"One for 13.500 and the other fot

6.OO0."
"Do you remember the dates of the

cheeks?'
"Pome time In October. November or

December. l^O."
"Why did you employ Doc Matthews

fn this particular matter?'
"Because he looked a very likely hereonto help me. He was Intelligent,

stands well, seemed to know everybody
that was Interested In getting these
blocks Introduced."
"Who suggested to you the advisabilityof retaining Doc Matthews?"
"Myself."

Did Not Bother Aboat Politics.

"Did you know anything of his connectionspolitically or otherwise?"
"No. I was not worried at ail about

the politics: politics has nothing whateverto do with concrete blocks or tunnels,If you know your business."
"Just what did you pay Matthews

$A.r,no for?'
"For his services. The work that he

did In preaching the gospel'of concrete
blocks."
"To whom did he preach that gospel,

and where?"
"Like n good missionary, to everybody

he could buttonhole."
"We may be simple minded, but wo

want to Know why you paid JH.500 to
Matthews to preach the gospel of your
blocks."

"Because he earned It."
"How long a time did It take him to

^ farn It?"
*" % "Ood knows. 8ome people ran earn

It In half a minute. The thing wsy going
on for montha. My Ideaa are that anybodywho can get me a contract In ten
neconds I will pay him $'.500 for ten
aeconde. He had nothing whatever to do
with getting the contractu, but anybody
who can help me to take a lot of people
who are blind and deaf and dumb and
devoid of feeling and ralvanl2e them
Into favorable artlon. If he can do that
In ten seconds, that would be a tremendoussalary for a year, wouldn't It?"
O'Kourke asked.

"Wis would like to know some of tb»
people who were deaf and blind and
dumb and who needed converting
through the medium of Doc Matthews?"

"The people generally."
"A'hlch people 7'
"I had nobody In mind. I mean the

people In Queens, to start with, the officialsIn Qurrns. the engineers In
Queens, the people who pay for and use
sewers.the point la to get public opinion
that Is favorable to what you are trying
to do."

**Tou don't m< nn official opinion?"
"Oh yes, T do. 1 am very strong, for

tha fact that those engineers had to he
brought Into a frame of mind in which

A
\L

they could see something and the final r
action of the seeing was done in seeing I
a tunnel in Detroit." £"To be perfectly frank, what was that
$8,r>00 paid for?"
"For the services of Mr. Matthews."
Mr. tiee ley, assistant engineer in

Queens, said he was much impressed
by what he saw In Detroit on his trip
with Mr. O'Roui-ke. as the work there
was the first case where pre-cast block
had been used in the soil of that kind, (j
He made it clear his interest in the
work was entirely and solely technical.
Horough President Connolly listened

closely to all the testimony regarding
contracts given under his administration.Finally he addressed the committee.saying that he was not Invited
t-- attend, hut would give any informa- ")
Hon desired regarding his campaign
funds if the committee wished the truth.
The committee had called for Thomas pF. Purcell. whose nr.ee was mentioned
In connection with Phillips's and who
did not respond as a witness. Mr. Connollysaid the committee ought to be
able to get him, as Purcell had been
emp.oj eci Dy the investigators for weeks
That was denied by Senator Meyer and
others, who said Pureed never was em- **
ployod.

Senator Loekwood asked to be heard
In answer to the Dwyer charges. He
related how Detectives Burns, Daly andethers had gone to lilm risking .'is supportfor a detective bureau bill. f.">; toldthem he would not introduce the rv."»aaureunless it had the approval of MayorHylan, Commissioner Enright and thepolice associations. Commissioner Enrighturged him to support the bill, butwhen opposition arose I<ockwood moved m
to refer it back. The Senator said: ot"At no time or at no place did any- Ujbody, directly or Indirectly, suggest or ^offer to pay $1 or anything of value for *

the said legislation, tho advancement of vv
it or the passage of it. It was at all gttimes a question of thoso who favored jnmaking tills rank permanent under certainconditions and those who opposedit. A11 of Ihe hearings held on It were SV
open and public in Albany. All of the
conferences were the same wuy, and trlthere were many of them between repre-sentatives of the different groups.

"1 hope that Inspector Dwyer, now or m
at any other time, will have the fullest fr
and completest onnorturiltv to orient
any question to me on this matter, or
any representative of the city or the'
press, and if any of the press hp.ve any
question to .iek relating to this legists- at
tlon I would like them to offer such ^questions to the counsel of the committee,because this story hrs been going;
around In an underground whispered Pc
form for weeks and weeks, and It ia
wholly and absolutely known to he false slby the people who circulate it. I never ^saw or met Inspector Dwyer in my life."

Mr. Murphy said, answering Dwvcr:
"I have never hud any tec, gitt, retaineror anything else, either directly or al

Indirectly, from any member of the detectivebureau of New York city or rtothers connected with this bill or any
other bill upon this subject or upon any
other subject connected with the Police
Department.

"lu 1920 I prepared the detective bureaubill for a member of the detective
bureau. The bill was afterward ap- rn

proved by C'omtnlsaloner Lnriaht, as I t0

remember, revised by me, and Introducedby Senator Lock wood. I appeared na

at the hearing on behalf of the bill and
did all I could to have the bill approved tJ1by the Legislature, and I am very glad
I did, as the bill of 1920 should have becomea law. What I did w*s entirely "
proper. X was glad to do it and would to
do It ag>Jn. The work was entirely vol- ne

untnry, and I never received a fee, re- a

tainer, gift or any other compensation. ®''

nor did I ask any, or accept any, nor was to
there ever any conversation with anv
person or persons either connected with **'

the Police Department or otherwise
which could be in any way construed to tn

lend mc to believe, or any one else to
believe, that T would ever receive any."

The hearing will continue this fornoonat 10 o'clock.
w

K.H. LA GLARDIA COMFORTABLE ^
V. IX. La Guardla, President of the

Board of Aldermen, was "resting com- a

fortably" at Roosevelt Hospital, where m
he was recently operated on for an ab- In
cess near the base of the spine. It was Ti
said there yestorday. co
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)EMOCRAT TO OFFER
NEW TRANSIT PLAN

Guaranty of 5 Cent Fare
Features Modification of

Commission Plan.

UTLINED TO M'ANENT

urran and Locltwood Are
Said to Have Been Told

a i. j. ^l- -mm-

a doin me .uensure.

IRST HEARING OCT. 18

onimission to Ask Traction
Officials of Company

Affairs.

An independent Democrat, who has
ado a close study of transit and
her municipal affairs, is at work
>on a plan for the reorganisation of
ew York's transit situation, which
ill have for its main feature the
jarantee of a five cent fare, accorditto Information obtained last night,
id will offer St to thb public in a

eech within a week or ten days.
It was stated that the plan will con-
in Important features other than the
re. cent fare guarantee representing
odlflrations if not radical departures
om the Transit Commission's pro>sal,and that the new plan has hnen
itllned to Honry H. Curran, Repuli:anCoalition candidate for Mayor,
id to Senator Charles C. Lockwood,
mdldate for Comptroller.
Mr. Curran was informed of this re>rtover the telehpone and he said:
"It is true that I have been told about
icli a plan. I havj hed only n fe-v
inutes' conversation about it, hower.and am not prepared to say what
think of it until I know more

lout It."
Senator Lock wood could not be
lached.
It is known that the advocate of the
w plan has conferred1 with George
cAncny, chairman of the Transit Comiasion,and with Mr. Curran and SenarIx>ckwood. He refused to discuss the
port last night or to allow his narr.«
be used in connection wltli it.
It could not be learned whnt was the
dure of the discussion with Chairman
cAneny. It was learned, however, that
c Transit Commission will not con-
»« i t»u.-» niuuiiKT.:non or any
her radical departure from the course
already has announced with regard
transit reorganisation. In that conictlonIt wan emphasised that least of

1 would the Transit Commission con3erany suggestion which might appear
be tinged with political expediency.
Neither Mr. Curran nor Senator Lookoodhas expressed a view regarding
e recent report, of the Transit Comisslon.
The Transit Commission expects now
begin Its public hearings upon Its

oposed plan for the readjustment o»
e transit lines and companies in the
eek of October 17. It was learned
ssterday. The first hearing probably
III take place October 18.
The commission has the powers of
legislative committee, and will sumonfor examination the heads of the
iterborough and the Brooklyn Rapid
-anslt companies and other transit
mpany and receivership officials. It
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has not been decided who will be sum
moned flrst.
The purposes of the public hearing:

will be to subject the companies to ex
aminatton In relation to their affair:
In addition to the examinations whlc)
the commission's staff of investigator
Is making. The Inquiry will have par
tlcular reference to the attitude of th<
companies toward the commission':
plan, and opportunity will be affordei

\ for critlclsta and constructive sugges
tlon.
The tort creditors of the transit com

panles In receivership already have notl
fled the commission informally of thel
approval of Its plans. It was learned
That attitude Indicates the belief of thosi
creditors that It will enable them to re

' celve payment of their claims, most o
which now are more than three year;

Iovemuc.The commission's declaration that It
S valuation, upon whloh the tranblt line:
sre to be turned over to the city, will b<
minus current obligation*, includlnv Judg
ments awarded tort claimants. Anion]
those are the persons entttled to recovei
damages from the Malbone street dls
aster three years ago, which had mud
to do with the B. R. T. going into thi
hands of a receiver.
A committee known as the Tort Ored

Itors' Committee has been organized
with offices at 38 Park Row. consisting
of Samuel Seabury, chairman ; John V
Rouvler, Jr.. Robert H. Ernest am
Charles Stockier. Members of the com
mlttee have conferred with members o:
the commission, and it In understood
their views generally met.
The committee represents 10,000 cred

ltors who have Judgments or compro
mined awards amounting to 83,000,00i
against the Brooklyn Rapid Transli
Company, the New York Municipal Rail
ways, the New York Ralltvays and thi
New York Consolidated Railroad Coin
pany. Among the creditors are man;
widows and orphans. The claims grew
out of 230 deaths and thousands of in
Juries resulting from transit accidents.

HYLAN ALSO ATTACKS
MOVIE CENSORSHII

Says People Back of It Figh
Five Cent Fare.

Borough President Henry H. Curran
Republican candidate for Mayor, havini
expressed his opposition to the movlni
picture censorship on Wednesday
Mayor Hylan yesterday went to «
luncheon of the Motion Picture Adver
ttsers at the Cafe Boulevard and Hald:
"Vou know that the Democratic part;

has placed a plank in Its platform call
Ing for the repeal of the present censor
ship law recently enacted in this State
With this platform I most heartily con
cur. This blow at the fourth laryes
industry In the world is In harmonj
with other oppressive leylslatloi
enacted tn Albany. The people who pu
over thle censorship measure ore thi
same who ore back of the fight agalns
the five cent fare."
Mayor Hylan will speak to-night ft

what is called an enrolment meetlni
of Republicans who are to be gatherei
Into the Hylftn League. It is to be hel<
at Floral Gardens, Broadway and 116tl
street. To-morrow the Mayor will havi
a busy day. At noon he and Cotnp
troller Craig and Dock Commlssiotte'
Hulbert will sneak at » Iuno.hr.-in o

the Women's Civic League, of whlcl
Mrs. Grace Str-elmn Forsythe is presl
dent. Front th e he goes to open thi
trackless trolley In Staten Island am
then jumps over to Brooklyn to atten<
a football game at Ebbets Field.
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HUI BERTDISAVOWS i
$25,000 PIER BRIBE ji

d

Shows Amazement That Capt. vr
Mayer Should Pay to Get J

Lease of Wharf. [

DOESN'T KNOW LOUGHEED S

Only Influence Used, He Says, /

Was Pnt Forth by French
Government.

o

j . ~~ l»

I Murray Hulbert, Pock Commissioner, j
1 Issued a statement last nigni in wmcu jj
s he explained tlie leasing of Tier 74. w

. Hudson River, to the France and Canada sl

. Steamship Company in 1918 and ci-jt
> pressed amazement at the testimony of j11
j Capt. Mayer, president of the company,

''

before the Meyer committee on Wednee- g
r day. Capt. Mayer testified that his com- n

' pany had paid $25,000 to B. W. Long- I It

. heed, a ship broker, for "his influence" ®

in getting a lease of the pier. w
5 "This is the first time," said Mr. Hulbert,"that I have heard cf any pay- j
» ment by any one In behalf of the France

and Canada Steamship Line or any one

else to secure this lease, and I am ~

amazed that any intelligent business *

man would make such a payment for
such a purpose.

"I do not know Lougheed and never

*| heard of him until his present mention.
Nor did 1 know Capt. Mayer until he ei

1 called on me about a month ago in con- ci
' nection with basing a pier. .All my n

negotiations with the Franoe and Canada
Steamship Corporation for the leasing of a

this pier at the foot of West Thirty- B
fourth street were conducted with Mr. si
Mcintosh, treasurer of the company.
Except from the French Government,

u

there was no Influence used to obtain this °

lease for them, nor was there any con-
slcleration or any lima. uuisiuc u» un

rtnial Itself. bo far an the city of New b

York and my own action were concerned. >>

"This Plsr 71 was leased in 1902 to the s

Italian line for a period of tive years
-.t a rental of 130,000 for the first year I
and $1,000 additonal for each succeeding V

.
rear. At the end of this period It was a

relet for two five year periods at a V
? rental for the first term of 135.000 per h

year and for the second term at $37,275 p
s

a year. This second period or five years p' expired April 1. 1917, but the Italian line E
was permitted to hold over until Ple.-s o' >5 and 97 were built and finlshfd for f,

f their use. It was then necessary to n'

find a tenant for Pier 71, which the a' Ttallan line had vacated."
1 Mi. liulbert's statement said that uneder the lease to thi France and Canada

Steamship Corporation this conpony
r pays to tho city of New York $75,000 a
f year, which is twice what the Italian
l line paid, and amounts to about 7',<i per

cent, of the estimated cost of the prem»ises. Thn lessee also is oMl^ed to make
1 Ms own repairs and do his own dredg:-
1 Injr. Mr. Hulbert says that the rental

now received is estimated to be an IP-
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jroase of 114 per cent, over the old leas:
>* $37,275 a year.
Mr. Hulbert said that he did not le."«<
he pier to the Franco and Canada lint
intil he had bJcn urged to do ho by tiu
rrti'ch Government, and his statement
ricludcs a letter from Major P. B. Li
arte, manager of the French shipping
'efartment in this country during th;
iar, urging that docking facilities be
ound for thi steamship company beisms*of Its value to France. Mr
lulbert said that no one objected when
he Sinking Fund Commlsiaon authorzedhun to lease the pier to the line.

TANDARD OIL
NOT IN BLAIR A CO,

1. C. Bedford Makes Denial
of Printed Article.

A. C. Bedford, chairman of the board
f directors of the Btandard Oil Comanyo? New Jersey, wrote to The New
or* Herald last night stating that the
tandard OH Company has no interesl
hatevar In Blair ft Co. of 24 Broad
treet, which, according to an article In
uesdny's N*w York Herald, controls
ie Oriental Navigation Company and
1C Brooks Steam.shin f*nmr>nn«r
The article in The Herald said thattandard Oil interests were "paralount"In lllalr ft Co. Mr. Bedford'sitter Buys that not only has the StandrtlOH no interest In Blair ft Co., buttat lie knows of no Standard Oil manho has personal interests in the firm.

AY TAMMANY PACKED
LABOR'S COMMITTEE

lentral' Trades Conference
Has Lively Session.

Charges that a committee named by
10 Central Trades iind habor ConfernccInst night to sound out the various
indldates'as to their attitude on labor
uitters was pacKed by Tammany Hall
msed a disturbance at the meeting at
cethoven Hall, 210 Fifth street, which
uhsided only when a South American
elega.te got up to speak. The personnel
f the comn-Ittee was not changed.
A resolution denouncing Mayor Hylan

ir refusing to reinstate 360 dischargedirect cleaners was ruled out of order
ecattse It had not been passed by the
tract cleaners' organisation.
Abraham Lefkowitz of the Teachers'

'nlon and Hose Schneidermann of the
Women's Trade Union League led the
ttnek on the committee and attacked
layor Hylan for refusing to say where
e stood on collective bargaining, for not
einstatlng street cleaners and for not
uttlng a labor man on the Board ol
Iducatlon. James P. Holland, president
f the State Federation of Labor, de-
ruucu \nv comini 11tee, saying it waa
on-partisan.
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